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ÅSA Q1 unemployment rate was 26.4%

(12 year high) (StatsSA, 2015)

ÅExpanded unemployment rate (1) of 

36.1%

Å~60% of the unemployed have less 

than a high school (Grade 12) 

qualification (StatsSA, 2012)

ÅSouth Africa sits with high numbers of 

uneducated, unskilled, unemployed

citizens

(1) Includes those people who are not seeking work 
but are available to work

BACKGROUND THE NEED
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ÅSouth Africa s employment challenge 

therefore is two-fold 

ÅCreate large numbers of low-skill jobs

for the currently unemployed

ÅGrow economy to create new job 

opportunities

ÅNew economic sectors, e.g. 

secondary resources economy 

(recycling / manufacturing)

ÅUpskill and new skills

ÅThe waste sector provides an 

opportunity to do both

BACKGROUND THE NEED
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ÅImmediate opportunities in the waste 

sector 

ÅOpen-spaces cleaning (e.g. clearing 

of illegal dumping sites, street 

cleaning and sweeping, litter picking)

ÅWaste collection

ÅSorting of recyclables

ÅLabour intensive activities that require

low skills

ÅLow barriers to entry

BACKGROUND THE NEED
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All registered co-operatives, including waste and 
recycling co-operatives (the dti, 2015)

Co-operatives are a development vehicle strongly promoted 
by Government as a means of creating decent, sustainable 
jobs, reducing poverty, and improving social and economic 
well-being (strong policy support)

CO-OPERATIVES IN SOUTH AFRICA
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Type of Co-ops
CIPC 2009 

data

The dti, 

Baseline 

Study

Survival rate 

(%)

No. of dead 

cooperatives

Mortality 

rate (%)

Trading 2 708 47 1.7% 2 661 98.3%

Transport 856 50 5.8% 806 94.2%

Multipurpose 3 160 187 5.9% 2 973 94.1%

Recycling & waste management 85 7 8.2% 78 91.8%

Services 4 209 357 8.5% 3 852 91.5%

Consumer 128 11 8.6% 117 91.4%

Foodandagriculture 6 086 671 11.0% 5 415 89.0%

Manufacturing 1 093 137 12.5% 956 87.5%

Mining 78 12 15.4% 66 84.6%

Financial/CreditServices 233 36 15.5% 197 84.5%

Construction 1 280 202 15.8% 1 078 84.2%

Textiles 1 247 272 21.8% 975 78.2%

Homeindustry (Baking) 334 83 24.9% 251 75.1%

Other 328 89 27.1% 239 72.9%

Social 311 90 28.9% 221 71.1%

Burial 65 19 29.2% 46 70.8%

Arts andcrafts 340 103 30.3% 237 69.7%

Housing 78 25 32.1% 53 67.9%

CO-OPERATIVES IN SOUTH AFRICA
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ÅThe aim being to build an evidence base of ï

- the uptake, success and challenges of waste co-

operatives within municipalities

- that will support future co-operative implementation

ÅTo understand the potential that co-operatives have in ï

- extending and enhancing waste service delivery in under-

serviced areas

- stimulating job creation and enterprise development

- in growing the waste ñeconomyò

ÅSemi-structured interviews with 30 co-operatives and 18 

stakeholders

CSIR RESEARCH PROJECT
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ÅIndication of where co-operatives are currently operating

RESULTS: POSITION IN THE VALUE CHAIN
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ÅMost co-operatives were involved in the 

collection and sorting of packaging (plastic, 

tins, paper, glass)

ÅNo preference for any one material type

ÅSome indicated they collect scrap metal  

ÅNo co-operatives reported collecting 

ÅWaste electric and electronic equipment 

(WEEE)

ÅWaste tyres

ÅConstruction and demolition waste

ÅOrganic waste

ÅBulky waste streams (e.g. white goods, 

furniture)

RESULTS: RECYCLABLES COLLECTED


